
     Date of Notice: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

To: Tennessee Democratic Party (TNDP) 
       TNDP Executive Committee 
       TNDP Primary Board 
       TNDP Chair, Mary Mancini 
       Shelby County SCDP Chair, Michael Harris 

From: Janeita Lentz 
           Janlentz@gmail.com 
           (615)513-4820 

Resolution Requesting Tennessee Democratic Party / Primary Board  
Prohibit State Representative John J. DeBerry, Jr. from Democratic 

Candidacy on Upcoming Election Ballot for August 6, 2020 
  

Whereas, on November 6, 2018, John J. DeBerry, Jr. was elected to serve as Tennessee 
House of Representatives for District 90 [Democrat]. He assumed office in 1994. His current 
term ends on November 3, 2020. 
  
Whereas, the mission of the Tennessee Democratic Party (TNDP) shall be to promote the 
ideals and principles of the Democratic Party and to assist in election of Democratic nominees 
for the great people of Tennessee. As bylaws outline, this organization’s elected leadership also 
has the moral ability and capacity to prohibit candidates from certification on a Democratic Ballot 
for any election. 
  
Whereas, John J. DeBerry, Jr. has on multiple occasions/dates, utilized his power of office to 
work against the constituents in which he serves undermining the voice of the people and the 
‘Vision’ of the Tennessee Democratic Party (TNDP) in whole and in part as enclosed. 
  
Whereas, on March 25, 2020, John J. DeBerry, Jr. petitioned and submitted for Democratic 
Candidacy on upcoming election ballot for the August 6, 2020 State Primary. 

Whereas, the Tennessee Democratic Party (TNDP) / Primary Board has been notified by a 
Tennessee citizen and Memphis resident of said request to review, give due process, and 
decide whether to prohibit John J. DeBerry, Jr. from declaring Democratic Candidacy on 
upcoming election ballot for the August 6, 2020 State Primary.  
  
On this day, Wednesday, April 1, 2020. 

On behalf of many, 

Janeita Lentz 
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John J. DeBerry has a history of accepting campaign finances from Republican-
Established groups and individuals. His campaign finances have very few donors 
listed, and the great majority are republican-established groups and individuals, 
he also has donated to Republican campaigns: 

CAI PAC TENNESSEE      1/2/2020  $500.00 
6402 ARLINGTON BLVD., STE. 500 
FALLS CHURCH , VA 22042 

DeBerry is the only Democratic Elected Official to whom this PAC donates.. 

GREAT SCHOOLS PAC      1/13/2020 $1,000.00 
1661 AARON BRENNER DR., SUITE 300 
MEMPHIS , TN 38120 

DeBerry is the only Democratic Elected Official to whom this PAC donates. 

HUIZENGA , J.C.       12/26/2019 $1,000.00 
3755 36TH ST. SE STE 100 
GRAND RAPIDS , MI 49512  
UNKOWN 

J.C. Huizenga is a registered Republican and the Trustee of the Gerald R. Ford Foundation. 

TENNESSEANS FOR PUTTING STUDENTS FIRST   12/05/2019 $500.00 
P.O. BOX 190492  
NASHVILLE , TN 37219 

DeBerry is the only Tennessee House Democratic Elected Official to whom this PAC donates. They donated to every 
Republican State Legislator and Republican Caucus. 

TENNESSEANS FOR PUTTING STUDENTS FIRST   12/19/2018 $500.00 
P.O. BOX 190492  
NASHVILLE , TN 37219 

DeBerry is the only Tennessee House Democratic Elected Official to whom this PAC donates.  They donated to every 
Republican State Legislator and Republican Caucus. 

HYDE , BARBARA      7/2/2018  $500.00 
17 W. PONTOTOC AVE 
MEMPHIS , TN 38103  
UNKNOWN  
UNKNOWN 

Barbara Hyde is a well-known and established registered Republican (Strong GOP). 

HYDE III , J.R.       7/2/2018  $500.00 
17 W. PONTOTOC AVENUE 
MEMPHIS , TN 38103  
BEST ATTEMPT 
BEST ATTEMPT 

J.R. Hyde III is a well-known and established registered Republican (Strong GOP). 

TENNESSEANS FOR PUTTING STUDENTS FIRST   7/18/2018 $1,000.00 
P.O. BOX 190492  
NASHVILLE , TN 37219 
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DeBerry is the only Tennessee House Democratic Elected Official to whom this PAC donates.  They donated to every 
Republican State Legislator and Republican Caucus. 

FEDEX CORPORATION PAC     6/21/2018 $500.00 
942 SOUTH SHADY GROVE RD 2ND FLOOR  
MEMPHIS , TN 38120 

Fred Smith, FedEx President and founder a well-known and established registered Republican (Strong GOP). 

WEIRICH , AMY       6/21/2018 $500.00 
1661 AARON BRENNIER, SUITE 
MEMPHIS , TN 38129  
DA 
TENNESSEE 

Amy Weirich is District Attorney and well-known and established registered Republican (Strong GOP). 

Disbursement: 

SANDERSON , BILL     7/25/2016  $2,000.00 
115 E. COLLEGE STREET 
KENTON , TN 38233 

John DeBerry donated $2,000.00 of his $150,000+ campaign finances to Bill Sanderson in 2016 to help with Bill’s 
campaign. Bill Sanderson was Tennessee House of Representative for District 77 (Republican – Union City) from 
2011-2019. Bill Sanderson resigned amidst allegations. 
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John J. DeBerry serves on the Education Sub-Committee and has been the sole 
Democrat pushing for the Voucher Bills which up until 2018 failed. In 2018, John 
J. DeBerry was the deciding vote that passed the Voucher Bill. Had he voted 
along party lines the bill would have failed. He has caused millions of dollars to 
be pulled from Public School funding to give to private schools. He is backed by 
a Betsy Devos (Republican) Education program American Federation for 
Children.  https://twitter.com/BetsyDeVosED/status/1184465265460953088 
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DeBerry was the only Democrat to vote to pass the Voucher Bill. 
This bill passed 50-48. Damaging the futures of our children.  
Source : https://chalkbeat.org/posts/tn/2019/04/23/tennessee-house-passes-
education-voucher-bill-for-the-first-time-senate-vote-to-come/ 
https://www.memphisflyer.com/memphis/looking-ahead-to-2020-elections/Content?
oid=21584078 

Why did he vote this way? What exactly does he think of Tennessee children in 
Public School?  

DeBerry, a Democrat who consistently has promoted vouchers as a tool to help 
students escape “failing” schools [says] “So when we take that teacher and take 25 to 
30 unraised, untaught, irremannerable [sic], immoral, don’t-care-you-can’t-teach-
give-a-flip, you can’t teach that,” he said. “ 

HOUSE DEMOCRATS WERE NOT PLEASED WITH DEBERRY FOR THIS VOTE. Source:  
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/2019/04/02/tennessee-school-
vouchers-democrats-john-deberry/3344529002/ 

House Democrats will meet Tuesday afternoon to discuss potential repercussions for a 
member who has diverted from the caucus to support school voucher legislation. 

Rep. John DeBerry, D-Memphis, has faced criticism from some in the House 
Democratic Caucus over his vote on the education committee last week in support 
of Gov. Bill Lee's education savings account bill. 
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The legislation would set aside $75 million over the next three years to launch ESAs 
and is expected to cost up to $125 million by 2024. 

DeBerry's "yes" vote March 27 followed a caucus meeting the day before in which 
Democratic leadership attempted to establish a unified position in opposition to the 
voucher legislation. DeBerry did not discuss the bill at the caucus meeting. 
He has voted with Republicans on a number of other initiatives, most recently 
in support of a fetal heartbeat bill to ban abortions as early as six weeks of pregnancy. 
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/2019/03/13/tennessee-democrat-heartbeat-bill-
responsibility-women-could-prevent-abortions/3134892002/ 

!  
Tennessee Advocates for Planned Parenthood purchased billboards targeting Democratic Memphis Rep. John 
DeBerry, who voted for a "heartbeat" bill limiting abortion.  

Source: https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/local/the-901/2019/06/06/planned-
parenthood-aims-unseat-memphis-democrat-john-deberry-901/1359952001/ 

The political arm of Planned Parenthood in Tennessee announced an ad campaign 
Thursday targeting anti-abortion Memphis Democrat Rep. John DeBerry. 

DeBerry was one of three Democratic representatives who joined with Republicans in 
March to approve Tennessee's version of a "fetal heartbeat bill," which bans abortions after 
detection of a heartbeat at about six weeks. The other Democrats voting for the bill 
were Rep. John Mark Windle, D-Livingston, and Rep. Joe Towns, D-Memphis. 

"During this legislative season, Rep. DeBerry, has made decisions that don't reflect our 
community," said Francie Hunt, executive director of Tennessee Advocates for Planned 
Parenthood. "He voted to criminalize abortion, and his constituents need to know about it. 
He joins the ranks of other extremist legislators in Tennessee and neighboring states that 
are working to ban abortion without exception." 
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ENDORSEMENT: 

The National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB) Tennessee PAC 
endorses and Contributed to DeBerry in 2018. DeBerry was the only Democrat in 
the House to be endorsed by NFIB who’s values don’t meet that of the Tennessee 
Democratic Party as it relates to small businesses. DeBerry voted in their favor on 
multiple occasions. Source: https://www.nashvillepost.com/politics/elections/tennessee-
state-offices/article/21009176/nfib-endorses-tate-deberry 

JOHN DEBERRY VOTES AGAINST TENNESSEE 
HOUSE REPRESENATIVE & MINORITY LEADER 
KAREN CAMPER (DEMOCRAT) FOR HOUSE 
SPEAKER OF THE 111TH TENNESSEE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

John DeBerry voted for Glen Casada (Republican Representative).  
Casada received 75 votes — 72 from Republicans, along with votes from Democratic Reps. Johnny 
Shaw, John Mark Windle and John DeBerry. House Minority Leader Karen Camper, D-Memphis, 
received 22 votes for speaker. Source: https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/
2019/01/08/tennessee-general-assembly-convenes-rep-glen-casada-elected-house-speaker/
2471696002/ 

- Glen Casada (R) was soon asked to resign amidst many issues that occurred. 
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JOHN J. DEBERRY, JR. 
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Links for additional resources: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWJAOIgmovQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI7qvRlaVNo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gv250_76R1U 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhHfOFjjDVs&t=40s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMEYZEqqVJs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxnxfS8DZ2w 

https://www.memphisflyer.com/JacksonBaker/archives/2017/03/10/john-deberry-an-outlier-on-
vouchers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gACC9-pz-0k 

https://www.the74million.org/article/tennessee-legislators-seek-states-first-voucher-law-with-
targeted-program-for-memphis-kids/ 

http://tnedreport.com/tag/john-deberry/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct4QiUVSe8M&t=116s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFRqfGNc1gY&t=16s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk8IfOi9Cok 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cOR6NyUXrg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lONEz_T5488 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0IcCGMtvV0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lccYAwXrMk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFRqfGNc1gY 

!  25

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWJAOIgmovQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI7qvRlaVNo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gv250_76R1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhHfOFjjDVs&t=40s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMEYZEqqVJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxnxfS8DZ2w
https://www.memphisflyer.com/JacksonBaker/archives/2017/03/10/john-deberry-an-outlier-on-vouchers
https://www.memphisflyer.com/JacksonBaker/archives/2017/03/10/john-deberry-an-outlier-on-vouchers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gACC9-pz-0k
https://www.the74million.org/article/tennessee-legislators-seek-states-first-voucher-law-with-targeted-program-for-memphis-kids/
https://www.the74million.org/article/tennessee-legislators-seek-states-first-voucher-law-with-targeted-program-for-memphis-kids/
http://tnedreport.com/tag/john-deberry/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct4QiUVSe8M&t=116s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFRqfGNc1gY&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk8IfOi9Cok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cOR6NyUXrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lONEz_T5488
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0IcCGMtvV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lccYAwXrMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFRqfGNc1gY


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OuXCUFnAPcQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfrJFSrrR3k 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_dAwAoooXk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qbcLSAOwD8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8psOr_0dlQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GgwIDl8e9M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhHfOFjjDVs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ct4QiUVSe8M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI7qvRlaVNo 

http://tnholler.com/2019/03/rep-deberry-questions-need-for-anti-discrimination-commission-
calls-minority-human-rights-murky/?fbclid=IwAR1J_nl5g4CIqy-
ZS7Sb9KUJmI3RLzYEhrDsQT4KH36KVEB1RGNpOmx79X8 

https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/2019/03/13/tennessee-democrat-heartbeat-bill-
responsibility-women-could-prevent-abortions/3134892002/ 

https://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/16986164/dont-say-gay-bill-could-cause-challengers-
to-enter-race/ 

https://twitter.com/TheTNHoller/status/1138437940235968512 

https://twitter.com/nicfraternity/status/959496152344383489 

http://tracesharp.com/?p=372&fbclid=IwAR1yzY5_UO2Xp-
xw_x_45eJWVOinWUL3EGmlDUDSWkxxupQjGI-QRmvHl7Y 
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!  
Tennessee Republican Prayer Caucus – John J. DeBerry, Jr. the only Democrat 
invited and in attendance. January 17, 2020 
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**Please find attached TNDP Vision info page 
and John J. DeBerry, Jr. does not align with 

most of the Vision.** 

 

Our Vision 
Tennessee Democrats know Tennessee voters are looking for a clear agenda that 
provides for economic opportunity. We know that Tennessee voters want a reason to 
feel good about the future. We know that Tennessee voters want their elected officials to 
have their back — no matter who you are, what they look like, or where you live. 

Tennessee Democrats are fighting for A BETTER FUTURE for you and your family: 

• Where our children have the opportunity to receive a high-quality public 
education that fits their vision for a better future including universal Pre-K 
programs, affordable college, and career and technical education pathways. 

• Where everyone can afford healthcare and medicine and has access to a doctor 
and a nearby emergency room – Medicaid expansion and no more rural hospital 
closures. 

• Where a growing economy creates good-paying jobs so that you can all pursue 
your dreams, educate your children, and live and retire with security. 

• Partnerships between businesses and working families that create good-paying 
jobs and sustain economic growth and opportunity. 

• Make it easier for businesses to interact with government, make investments, 
create jobs, hire more workers, and increase wages – and we will hold them 
accountable if they break their promise to do so. 

• Investment in our kids, our schools, our roads, bridges and public transport 
systems, our workers, and our businesses. We are committed to 
strengthening job creation and the economy to build a better future for all. 

• Invest in a rural economy that is built to last 
• A well-run and fiscally responsible government that is not intrusive, oppressive, 

or wasteful. 
• Common sense regulations that protect our children, the air we breathe, the 

water we drink, and our treasured public lakes, rivers, mountains, and caves. 
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• The protection of every Tennessean from discrimination or injustice for any 
reason or at any time on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, language, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability. 

• We will have your back no matter who you are, what you look like, or where you 
live
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