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Crime Trends Flip From Recent Years

In a departure from trends over the past several years, preliminary crime rates and figures from the
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) released by the UofM Public Safety Institute and the
Memphis Shelby Crime Commission show a decline in major violent crime during the first quarter of

this year and an increase in major property crime.
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1 Includes murders, forcible rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults. Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2022 TBI figures are preliminary.



For the first quarter of the year (January - March), the major violent crime rate (murder, rape,
aggravated assault, and robbery) dropped 6.2 percent in Memphis and 5.1 percent countywide.

Murders were static in Memphis and dropped 6.2 percent countywide. While the number of reported
aggravated assaults had driven increases in the past two years, there was an 11.0 percent drop in the
aggravated assault rate in Memphis and a 9.3 percent drop throughout the county. On the other
hand, contrary to recent downward trends, the robbery rate went up - by 29.9 percent in both
Memphis and countywide.

Contrary to recent trends, the major property crime rate (burglary, motor vehicle theft, and other
felony theft) went up - by 6.9 percent in Memphis and 3.7 percent countywide.

Major Property Crime
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' Includes burglaries, motor vehicle thefts, and other felony thefts. Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI).
The 2022 TBI figures are preliminary.

The increase was driven by significant increases in reported burglaries (up 23.2 percent in Memphis
and 11.8 percent countywide) and reported motor vehicle thefts (an increase of 12.8 percent in
Memphis and 11.0 percent throughout the county).

The domestic violence rate was down compared to the first quarter of last year (7.7 percent in
Memphis and 8.5 percent countywide).
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The TBI also tracks overall crime by looking at 54 separate categories. Both Memphis and all of Shelby
County showed slight increases - 3.6 percent in Memphis and 2.5 percent in all of Shelby County.

Overall Crime
January - March
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1 The overall crime rate is measured by 54 separate types of “Group A crimes” tracked by the T.B.l. Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI).

In an encouraging sign, overall crime involving firearms was down 7.3 percent in Memphis and 6.4
percent in all of Shelby County.

The release of the preliminary first quarter crime data was delayed due to technical issues in
transmitting data from the Memphis Police Department to the TBI. The issues were resolved last
week.

“We just don't know whether these significant swings in decreases and increases in specific
categories reflect new trends or a three-month aberration. It will be interesting to see what the
second quarter shows,” said Bill Gibbons, executive director of the UofM Public Safety Institute and
president of the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission.

GCibbons noted that the decrease in crimes involving firearms is probably attributable to the decrease
in reported aggravated assaults, noting that most reported aggravated assaults involve guns.

“We still have a long way to go. Our violent crime rate - and especially our level of gun violence -
remains alarmingly higher than just a decade ago,” said Gibbons.
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About the Crime Statistics: In measuring overall crime rates and trends, the Memphis Shelby
Crime Commission and the Public Safety Institute use primarily preliminary data reported by local
enforcement agencies to the Tennessee Incident Based Reporting System (TIBRS), which was
developed and is maintained by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. An incident is defined in
TIBRS as “one or more offenses committed by the same offender or group of offenders acting in
concert, at the same time and place.” Certain types of violent crimes and domestic violence
offenses, however, uniquely refer to a victim count versus an incident count. All rates are calculated
based on per 100,000 population.

About the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission (www.memphiscrime.org): The Memphis Shelby
Crime Commission is an independent, non-profit 501(c) (3) organization that “quarterbacks” the
work of the Safe Community Plan and its partners. It is funded through the generous contributions

of many private sector donors. Ben Adams, chairman emeritus of Baker Donelson law firm, serves
as chair of the board, and Bill Gibbons serves as president of the Commission.

About the Safe Community Plan (www.memphiscrime.org): Launched in 2007, the Safe
Community Plan, an action plan spearheaded by the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission, is a
community-based crime reduction initiative. Implementation of the Safe Community Plan is
chaired by Shelby County District Attorney General Amy Weirich.

About the Public Safety Institute (www.memphis.edu/psi/): The Public Safety Institute of the
University of Memphis is an interdisciplinary part of the University community committed to
identifying and advancing best practices in the field of public safety. It is housed in the School of
Urban Affairs and Public Policy. Bill Gibbons serves as executive director.
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Table 2.2 Memphis, TN: Crime
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Safe Community Plan - Crime Trend Report
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Tahble 2.1 Memphis, TN: Number of Offenses: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, & 2022

Safe Community Plan - Crime Trand Report
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by County, TN: Crime Rates: Z006, 2011, 2016, 2021, & 2022
Safe Community Plan - Crime Trand Report
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are then used for calculating the rates for 2021 and 2022,
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Table 1.1 Shelby County, TN: Number of Offenses: 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, & 2022

Safe Community Plan - Grime Trend Report
Shelby County, TH - TIBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES
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