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January 9th, 2023  
 

The Honorable Bill Lee 

Governor of Tennessee 

1st Floor, State Capitol 
600 Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Blvd.  
Nashville, TN 37243  
 

 

RE: Investing in a Safer Tennessee  
 

Dear Governor Lee,  
 
The cost of crime cannot be measured in dollars and cents alone. Lives destroyed cannot easily be restored, 
and recently, too many Tennesseans have lost their life forever. In Shelby County, Tennessee, the recent 
violent crime epidemic has taken too much from those that often have the least to give.  
 
As business and community leaders, confidence in our local public safety system has fallen to an unsustainable 
low. Crime is impacting our neighbors, customers, employees, and investors. Tennesseans deserve to feel safe 
buying groceries, getting gas and going to work. Our community needs your direct intervention.  
 
In the aftermath of the global pandemic, our businesses and personal practices have normalized; meanwhile, 
two civic pillars have not rebounded - our local judicial system and law enforcement agencies. The data is 
clear. Shelby County is experiencing a resurgence of organized crime, an increase in violent crimes committed 
with a firearm and a sustained lack of criminal prosecution originally caused by the global pandemic.  
 
During this sustained violent crime surge, a report from former Shelby County Criminal Court Judge Bobby 
Carter noted less than 40 jury trials have taken place in 2023 compared to a pre-Covid historical average of 
more than 2001. The role of trials, and by extension, jurors have been stripped away from the people and 
concentrated in the District Attorney and Public Defender’s Offices. With 56,000 plus jail bookings per year2, 
how can less than 40 jury trials per year be fair and equitable justice? We ask for your support to help increase 
the number of trials in Shelby County and to assist in resolving the backlog of violent crimes for the sake of 
those accused, the healing power of resolution for victims and the deterrence effect of upholding the law.  
 
On December 20th, Shelby County General Sessions Criminal Court Judge Karen Massey called the Shelby 
County Public Defender’s office ‘a sad state of affairs’ and questioned ‘how many years are we gonna have to 

 
1 wiloandco. 2023. “Shelby County Criminal Justice Report.” The City of Memphis. December 1, 2023. 
https://www.memphistn.gov/shelby-county-criminal-justice-report/. 
2 Shelby County Sheriff’s Office  
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do this if the current administration cannot hire people”? 3Judge Massey delayed another high-profile murder 
trial. According to media reports, the Public Defender’s Office Major Case team has two staff members 
juggling 37 first-degree murder cases. A lack of resources cannot be an excuse for a state as fiscally sound as 
the State of Tennessee. We cannot allow this ‘sad state of affairs” to remain because of a lack of political will 
to intervene. 
 
Organized crime has played an outsize role in Shelby County. Street gangs are actively recruiting “opportunity 
youth”, terrorizing everyday Tennesseans, and brazenly acting with impunity due to the lack of criminal 
prosecutions in conjunction with “catch and release” bail policies and the overwhelming use of sweetheart 
plea deals to resolve case load negligence.  
 
Law enforcement may feel uneasy labeling this crime wave as “organized”; however, we are left with no other 
definition when multiple people conspire to engage in criminal activity like “smash and grab” techniques 
against retail operations, thousands of vehicle break-ins and the widespread use of illegally obtained firearms. 
These crimes are not limited to retail operations or petty crimes as there has been a surge in the number of 
retaliatory murders. In 2023, the City of Memphis set a new homicide record4 with the number of homicides 
surpassing more than one per day. These are not crimes of the moment but premeditated attacks on our 
businesses, employees, customers, and families.  
 
We need your support! Specifically, we implore you to consider the following executive and legislative items:  
 

• Allocate $50,000,000 in block grant funding for crime reduction strategies using technology and human 
capital for Tourist Zones in Memphis, TN. 

• Surge available resources into Shelby County to clear the violent crime case backlog, including 
additional resources for the Shelby County Public Defender’s Office and the use of judicial officials from 
outside Shelby County. 

• Pass legislation making the possession of a stolen firearm a felony. 

 
3 “Amid Rebuke, Public Defender Recused from Another Murder Case.” n.d. Memphis Local, Sports, Business & Food News | Daily 

Memphian. Accessed January 5, 2024. https://dailymemphian.com/subscriber/section/metrocriminal-

justice/article/40496/judge-allows-public-defenders-office-to-

recuse?utm_source=early_word_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NA_EMAIL_PREVIEW_ONLY&utm_content=s

ubonly. 

4 “397 Homicides in Memphis Last Year, Another New Record.” 2024. WREG.com. January 1, 2024. https://wreg.com/news/2023-

goes-down-as-a-violent-year-in-memphis/. 
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• Support and pass Senator Brent Taylor’s blended sentencing legislation.  

• Support and pass Senator Brent Taylor’s bail reform measures. 

• Support and pass legislation to permit civil forfeiture of vehicles involved in drag racing or reckless 
driving. 

• Maintain and increase the hiring and retention bonuses for Tennessee Highway Patrol Officers on duty 
in Shelby County.  
 

As business and community leaders, we share your vision for a healthy, vibrant Tennessee. We know this 
crime surge will end with vigorous investigation, prosecution, conviction and sentencing of violent criminals.  
 
We are committed to investing in our local communities, to growing the tax base and providing the necessary 
resources to address some of the root causes of crime and poverty. We have more than $3 billion of local 
capital projects in the planning process, plus represent tens of thousands of employees asking for your 
intervention. Shelby County can be a model for the country and regain its world-renowned reputation as a 
premier entertainment, distribution, industrial, health care, and technology center. Your leadership and 
support are needed now more than ever.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ted Townsend 
President & CEO  
Greater Memphis Chamber  
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Chairman’s Circle 
Greater Memphis Chamber 
 

Jay Keegan 
President & CEO 
Adams Keegan, Inc.  
 

Berkeley Burbank 
CEO 
Alco Management  
 

Harry Pratt 
President/CEO 
Allen & Hoshall, Inc.  
 

Susan Mealer 
CEO 
Answering Advantage  
 

Barry Alan Yoakum, 
FAIA 
Cofounder . CEO 
archimania  
 

Ben C Adams Jr 
Chairman Emeritus 
Baker Donelson  
 

Frank Smith 
VP 
Barnhart Crane  
 

Joe Lyons 
Chief Operating Officer 
& Chief Financial Officer 
Barr Brands 
International  
 

Ronald A. Belz 
President and CEO 
Belz Enterprise  
 

Junai Maharaj 
Chief Executive Officer 
Buckman International 
Inc.  
 

Josh Hammond 
President | Co-Owner 
Buster's Liquors & 
Wines and Buster's 
Butcher  
 

Chance Carlisle  
President and CEO  
Carlisle LLC   
 

J. Eustis Corrigan, Jr. 
Senior Managing 
Director 
CBIZ MHM, LLC  
 

Tim Mashburn  
Executive Vice President  
Colliers Memphis   
 

Daphne Large 
CEO 
Data Facts, Inc.  
 

Chris W. Bird 
CEO 
Dillard Companies  
 

James S. Gilliland, Jr 
Principal 
Diversified Trust  
 

Bill Dunavant, III 
President & CEO 
Dunavant Enterprises  
 

Duncan F Williams  
Chairman 
Duncan Williams Asset 
Management   
 

G Douglas Edwards 
President 
Edwin M Jones Oil Co.  
 

Tim Turner 
VP of Sales and 
Business Development 
Elos Medtech  
 

Donald E Bradford 
President and CEO 
EnSafe Inc.  
 

Caren Nichol 
Shareholder 
Evans Petree  
 

Dan Robinson 
Shareholder and 
Director 
Evans Petree PC  
 

Richard W. Smith 
President/CEO, Airline & 
International 
FedEx  
 

Tammy LoCascio 
Chief Operating Officer  
First Horizon  
 

Michael Douglass  
President  
Gerber Taylor   
 

Kevin McLaughlin 
Chief Executive Officer 
Green Mountian  
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Johnny Pitts  
Managing Partner 
Higginbotham 
Insurance  
 

Nigel Roberts 
SVP Community and 
Economic Development 
HOPE Enterprise 
Corporation  
 

Spence Wilson Jr 
Chairman 
Kemmons Wilson 
Companies  
 

Micheal Cristal 
President, Kroger Delta 
Division 
Kroger Delta Division  
 

Bruce Kent Ritchey 
President 
Landers Auto Group  
 

Rusty Linkous 
President/Owner 
Linkous Construction 
Co., Inc.  
 

Nathan G. Lubin 
President 
Lubin Enterprise Inc  
 

Andre L Gist 
CEO 
Manufacturers 
Industrial Group, LLC  
 

Clayton C. Purdom 
Director and 
Shareholder 
Martin, Tate, Morrow & 
Marston, P.C.  
 

Jimmy Reed 
President 
Marx-Bensdorf, Realtors  
 

Katie Shotts 
CEO 
Memphis Area 
Association of 
REALTORS  
 

David C. May 
Regions Bank 
Memphis Market 
Executive  
 

Stephen C Macy, Jr 
Director of Marketing 
Memphis Showboats  
 

Kelly L Dobbins 
President 
Mid-South Drug Testing, 
Inc.  
 

Oliver Doughtie 
EVP, CFO & COO 
Mimeo.com, Inc.  
 

Karl Schledwitz 
CEO 
Monogram Foods  
 

Kevin Thompson 
Chief Executive Officer 
MoSH Memphis  
 

William M Proctor 
President  
nexAir   
 

Willie H. Gregory 
Senior Director, 
Community/Business 
Relations 
NIKE, INC.  
 

Jason Berger 
EVP Operations & 
General Counsel 
Olymbec USA LLC  
 

Wes Kraker 
President/CEO 
Pathmark 
Transportation  
 

Sameer Rupani 
CEO 
Pennakem (Minafin 
Group company)  
 

Mike Pohlman 
CEO 
Pickering Firm, Inc.  
 

Michael A. Scarbrough 
CEO 
POGA Companies  
 

Daniel Weddle 
President & CEO 
ProTech Services Group, 
Inc.   
 

Shawn Clayton 
Mid-South Regional 
President 
Renasant Bank  
 

Brian D. Smith 
President/CEO 
Ring Container 
Technologies, LLC  
 

Leslyn Greenier 
VP Operations & 
Engineering 
Riviana Foods Inc.  
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Jonathan D. Epstein 
President & CEO 
Running Pony  
 

Mark Sturgis 
CEO 
Seeding Success  
 

Stacy McCall 
President 
ServiceMaster by 
Stratos  
 

James Carmichael 
Owner 
Silvertree Residential  
 

Craig Gaffin 
SVP & GM Global 
Trauma & Extremities 
Smith+Nephew  
 

James R. Downing, MD 
President and CEO 
St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital  
 

Jack Straton 
CFO 
Stratas Foods LLC  
 

Bradley Downs 
CEO 
Strategic Resource 
Management   
 

Scott Morgan Smith 
Market CEO  
Tenet Healthcare 
Corporation - St. Francis 
Memphis - Bartlett  
 

Candy DeBord 
CEO 
Tennessee Carriers, Inc.  
 

Paulo L. Teixeira 
Chairman  
The Juice Plus+ 
Company  
 

Neely Mallory 
CEO 
The Mallory Group  
 

Grandon Gray 
Sr. Vice President + COO 
The P3 Group, Inc.  
 

Gary Shorb 
Executive Director  
The Urban Child 
Institute   
 

Jim Maddox 
President 
Tri-State Truck Center  
 

Ted Miller 
Market President - 
Memphis 
Truist  
 

Andy Davis 
Vice President  
Turner Construction  
 

Pierre T. Landaiche III 
CEO 
UMRF Ventures, Inc.  
 

Robert Horton 
Regional Vice President 
United Health Group  
 

Bill Hardgrave 
President 
University of Memphis  
 

Michael Humes 
CEO  
USFL  
 

Sydney Naylor 
Division Director of 
Staffing and Operations 
Vaco  
 

Wiley Richards 
Co-President  
W&T Contracting 
Corporation  
 

Willie Terrell Richards 
Co-President 
W&T Contracting 
Corporation  
 

David Waddell 
CEO 
Waddell & Associates  
 

Robert Berry  
Partner 
Worlds Away  
 

Lee Harkavy 
Partner 
Wyatt, Tarrant & 
Combs, LLP  

Jerry Martin 
President and CEO 
YMCA of Memphis & 
the Mid South  
 

Patrick Lawler 
CEO 
Youth VIllages  
 

   

 


